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ABSTRACT OF THE INVENTION 
Roadway barrier system and method are disclosed for decelerating a moving vehicle 
in a controlled manner and for retaining the decelerated vehicle. A net or mesh of the 
roadway barrier system receives and captures the moving vehicle. The net or mesh is 
secured to anchors by energy absorbing straps. The energy absorbing straps deploy under a 
tensional load to decelerate the moving vehicle, the straps providing a controlled resistance 
to the tensional load over a predefined displacement or stroke to bring the moving vehicle to 
rest. Additional features include a sacrificial panel or sheet in front of the net that holds up 
the net or mesh while deflecting vehicles that collide only tangentially with the roadway 
barrier system. 
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